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Adoption Assistance
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Meet your
Trainers
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INTRODUCTIONS

Name and Position

How longhave you
worked in Adoptions?




Course Structure

Four-day class; two-day session followed by a break and another
two-day session

3-hour classes
Transfer-of-Learning (TOL) afterclass
Survey completed at the end of class
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Agenda

o Introduction and Overview

o Adoption Assistance
Purpose and Framework

o Types of Adoption
Assistance

o Adoption Assistance
Processes and Forms

o Case Scenario

Learning Objectives

Understand the purpose and philosophy of Virginia’s adoption
assistance program.

Identify the steps of the adoption assistance process

Define the responsible parties and the roles in the adoption assistance

process.

Identify forms necessary to complete the adoption assistance process.
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Learning Objectives
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Prepare foster adoptive families for the adoption assistance process.

Enter adoption assistance funding information into the adoption
assistance case record in OASIS.

Understand post adoption services available to youth thatwere
adopted and their adoptive families.

Child and Family Services Review:

Children will have permanency and stability in their living situ

ations.

Increase the percentage of children adogted based onall children

in foster care who have the goal of adoption and afinal order
terminating parental rights.

Increase the timeliness of adoptions.

Guidance Manual (Adoption)

) o FUSISN - =

+ Portfolio -Family Services T
* DFS Home - Click Adoption t..‘;,‘j
4
* MainNavigation - Click Guidanc e =1

AdoptionGuidance July 2022
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Guidance Manual (Foster Care)

* Portfolio -Family Services

* DFS Home - Click Foster Care

* MainNavigation - Click Guidance

Foster Care Guidance Sept 2024

Section 9:Achieving Permanency Goal Adop tion

FUSIEN giase

ADOPTION ASSISTANGE

https://fu s on.dss virgini a.gov/dfs/DFS-
Home/A doption/Adoption-Assistan e

https://fusio n.dss.virginia.gov/dfs/
DFS-Home/Ado ptio /Ado ption- FUSIEN ik .
Program-Contacts

||| Adoption
Program
Contacts
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Assistance Negotiators

Central:

Caitlyn Plaskett  Caitlyn plasket9@dss virginia.gov (804) 630-9782
Eastern:

Shelly Latcski shelly.laoski @dss.virgiria. gov (757) 28-3586
Nothern;

Kim Busch k bisch@dss virginia gov (804) 291-8447

Piedmont.
Shamon Bratham shannan.bratham@dss viginiagor  (804) 971-5571

Western:
Ctristine Blair christine b @r@dss viminia.gov (276) 274-3811

Adoption Assistance

Purpose and Philosop hy

The purpose of adoption assistance is to facilitate adoptive
placements and ensure permanency for children with special
needs.

Children with special needs often have experienced abuse and
neglectas well as significant losses and disruptionsin their
lives.
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Adoption Assistance Factsheet

“Adoption Assistance for —W

Children Adopted from Foster

Ca re” - \11
. Adoption Assistance for
The Children’s Bureau Children Adopted From

Foster Care

I —— [ Handout #1

IV-E and State funded adoption assistance

Title IV-E is the federal program that provides financial supportto
adoptive parentsof children with special needs.

Some children are eligible for federal support, while others’
services are funded from state assistance.

Definitions

Section 1 Foster Care Overview Se ction 1 Ad option Overview

1

FOSTER CARE OVERVEW




INFORMATION
ONVIRGINIA'S
ADOPTION
ASSISTANCE
PROGRAMS

New information sheet 08/25

Handaut #2
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Video: All children deserve a family

Excerpts from the Virginia Children’s -
Services Practice Mod el provide =

guidin g principles relevant to the goal
of adoption:

* We believe that all childrenand
youthneed and deserve a permanent
family AND

* Permanencyis best achieved
through a legalrelationship such as
parental custody, adoption, kinship
care,orguardianship.

“Adoption assistance serves toremove
barriers and contribute to an increasein
adoption of children with special needs”

-Child Welfare I nformation Gateway




Adoption Assistance

Types of Adoption Assistan ce
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Enhanced Maintenance

Basic Mainfencmce‘

Special Service Payments

TYPES OF ADOPTION ASSISTANCE H‘ ‘ 4

Non-Recurring

VChiId Care Maintenance ‘

Medicqiz

Basic Maintenance

New rates effective July 1, 2025
* 0thru4 years old = $580

* 5thru9 years old= $677

* 13and over =$861

To assist the adoptive parents in meeting the child’s basic needs for
housing, food, clothing, transportation, and personal incidentals.

Section2.6.2
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Enhanced Maintenance

* The LocalDepartment of SocialServices and adoptive parents should
access thechild’s needs for additional daily supervision and suppo rt
when appropriate for the child.

* An enhanced maintenance payment may be paid when the child
requires additionaldaily supervision and support from the adoptive
parents to ensure the child’s safetyand well-being.

Section 2.6.3

VEMAT

Virginia Enhanced Maintenance Assessment Tool (VEMAT)

« If the child has beenreceivinga VEMAT in Foster Care,

* A VEMAT must notbe administered if the Adoption Assistance
agreement will be signed within sixmonths of a prior VEMAT
assessment.

Section2.6.3

The Assistance Negotiator must
only approve enhanced
maintenance payments that
can be supported through
relevantdocumentation from
qualified licensed
professionals, that are no more
thanoneyear old.

The maximum allowable
amountfor enhanced
maintenance payments is
based onthe child’s VEMAT
score. The final payment
amountis based on

LD§S, the Ans istance
Negotiator, and the adoptive
parent.

1the

10



Special Services

A special service payment is a payment thatis usedto meet a
service need that achild has that cannot be met by the adoptive
parents andis notcowvered underanyother program orbenefitfor
which the child would qualify.

Special service payments provide financial assistance for services
and treatments directly related to special needs existing before the
child’s adoption.

Section2.6.3
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Special Service Eligibility Criteria

All children whowere:

¢ |In the custody of an LDSS, LCPA, or tribe at the time of
application; and

* Foundeligible to receive ongoing title IV-E or state adoption
assistance are eligible to receive funding for special services.
And

* The adoptive parents are cable of providing the permanentfamily
relations hips needed by the child inall respects except financial.

Special Service Payments

® Time limited
® Adoption Assistance agreement negotiation
® Other sources of funding

11



Important to note:

Funding for basic maintenance,
enhanced maintenance, and
special service payments must be
directly related to the child’s
special need, as identified on the
original Adoption Assistance
Agreement or Addendum to the
Adoption Assistance Agreement
forms.
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Non-recurring payment reimbursement

« To be eligible for reimbursement of non-recurring adoption
expenses, the child musthave metthe criteria of Special Needs
Determination.

« If yes, the child s eligible toreceive reimbursement for non-
recurring expenses

Non-recurring payments
» Maximum of $2,000 per child peradoption
* Non-reimbursable expenses

* Payment can be made directly to providers

Section2.5.1

12



Reasonable and Necessary Expenses
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* Attorneyfees

* Other legal services and court costs
¢ Lodging and food

* Adoption fees

* Homestudies

Section2.6.1

Medical coverage Section 2.7

The medical needs of a child approvedfor title IV-E adoption
assistance are metthrough the Medicaid program. The child is
eligible forVirginia Medicaid as part of their Adoption Assistance
Agreement when the child:

* Resides in Virginia, and

* Has a title IV-E funded Adoption Assistance Agreement, or

¢ Has a state funded Adoption Assistance Agreementin effect that
specifies the child has a special medical and rehabilitative need
(alsoknown as a special medical need)

Title IV-E Medicaid

¢ Included in Adoption
Assistance Agreement

« Eligibility continues for the
childwhenthe agreement is
executed

* The adoptive parents are not
required tosubmita separate
Medicaid application for the
child.

13



Virginia State Medicaid Assistance

When the child is eligiblefor adoption assistancepaymentssolely using
state fundsand the child hasa special need documented on the
Adoption Assistance Agreement, meeting Medic aid’s definition of
special medicalneeds (listed below), the child is eligible for Medicaid
underthe SpecialMedicalNeeds covered group.

The adoptive family must submit aMedicaid Application and a copy of
the State funded Adoption Assistance Agree ment that specifies the
child’s special medical or rehabilitative need. In accordancewith .
Medicaid policy, achild with specialmedical needs isdefined as a child
who was determined unlikely to be adopted because of: ® Aphysical,
mental, oremotional condition that existed before adoption; ore A
hereditary tendency, geneticdefect,congenitalproblem, or birth injury
leading to asubstantial risk of future disability

Virgini a DS S Medicaid E ligbility Marual
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When the child is eligible for adoption assistance using state funds
only, andthe agreement does notdocumentthat the child has a
special medical or rehabilitative need, the child is noteligible for
Medicaid as a part of the Adoption Assistance Agreement.

The family may applyfor Medicaid and qualify under a different
category outside of the adoption assistance process. Medicaid will
terminate when the adoption assistance case is closed.

All adoptive parents should be advised to addtheir adopted child to
their private healthinsurance within 30 days of the adoption
finalization.

Child Care

There are two childcare funding categories, maintenance, and
special senices.
Maintenance funded childcare assistance is based onboththe

childandthe adoptive parent's needs, while special service funded
childcare is based solely onthe child's needs.

14



Maintenance Funded Child Care

To be eligible for maintenance funded child care, all of the following must be
met:

* The childis 0-12years of age.

* Both ad optive parents mustb e working or enrolledin and attending an
education or training programw henthe adopted child is not in school.

The mon thly sup plemental payment rate cannot exceed $600 (six or more
hours of child care each day) for children ages 0 - 6years old or until enrolled
inany kindergarten program, whichever occurs first.

The monthly sup plemental payment rate cannot exceed $300 for children 7 —
12years of age.

1/23/2026

Child care paymentsare negotiated and agreed upon onthe
Adoption Assistance Agreement for upto oneyear. The child care
payments must be negotiated annually to evaluate the need for
child care andthe child's continued eligibility.

The amount of maintenance funded child care will be included in
the monthly amount for the support and care of the child.

Special Services Child Care

Eligibility for special services child care occurs whenthe childcare
directlyaddresses severe cases of documented emotional
disturbances, blindness, motor impairment, and health conditions
suchasinsulin dependent diabetes. Because of the special need,
the child requires special health surweillance, interventions,
technologies, or facilities provided by a licensed therapeutic child
day program.

Special Services child care can continue until the youth's 18th
birthday.

15



The child care facility selected by the ado Ftive parents must be licensed as a
therapeutic child day program and specialize in serving children with severe
documented medical and behavioral health needs related to the child's special
need.

For licensed therapeutic child day programs, the following mustoccur:

o The child day program's director and primary staff responsible for plan
implementation must develop an individual service, education, or treatment
Flan for each child, and the plan must beimplemented within 60 days after the
irstday of the child's attendance; and the child's service, ed ucation, or
treatment plan must be developed, reviewed, and revised every three months
and rewritten annually by the director and primary staff responsible for plan
implementation in partnership with theparent.

A copy of the initial and subsequent plans is given to the child's parent.
A copy of the child's service, education, or treatment plan must be maintained
in the child's adoption assistan ce record.

1/23/2026

Exception

If the child is between 0-12years old and there is no provider
available who is licensed as a therapeutic childcare provider (or the
providercannotmeetthe needs of the child due to age restrictions),
then child canbe approvedto receive a maintenance funded
childcare payment.

Knowledge
Check

Participatein polls to...
Test your knowledge
Review newmaterial
Engage inclass

Participate in group
discussion

16
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Supportive Services

Federal Adoption Tax Credit

Adoptive parents may be eligible for afederal adoptiontax credit
when adopting a child from foster care.

17



SS| Payments

The LDSS shouldinform the adoptive parents thatthey mayapply
for Supplemental Security Insurance (SSI) payments for an eligible
childandreceive adoption assistance maintenance payments
concurrently or obtain payments solely from one program.
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Post Secondary Education and Training

The Education Training Voucher Program provides federal and state
funding to helpeligible youth with expenses associated with college
and postsecondaryvocational trainingprograms.

Each eligible youth canreceive funding of upto $5,000 per year or
the total cost of attendance peryear, whicheveris less. The ETV
program can provide services toyouth uptothe age of 25.

ETV funds can be used to pay for thingslike tuition and fees, oom
and board, computers, software, computer accessories, books,
and transportation.

Chafee Services

Chafee provides supportfor those youth whose adoptions were
finalized atage 16 or older

Chafee provided services are primarily education and training
oriented and are intendedto keepyouthin school. At the same
time, youth obtain life skills and participate in other life preparation
activities and plans to promote a successful transitionto
adulthood.

18



Independent Living Services

Youth adopted from the foster care system atage 16 years and
older are eligible for IL services; to include any IL program, clinic, or
classes offered by VDSS, the LDSS, orProject Life.

Section4.7.3
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Great Expectations

Youth whowere adopted with specials needs andhawe earned a
high school diploma or GED qualify for the Great Expectations
program. The grantcan be used for earning a degree or for non-
creditworkforce programs.

https//geatexpectaiionsyecsedil

Other Resources to Defray Cost of College

* Foster CaretoSuccess

* Federal Student Aid

* SmartStudentGuide
toFinancial Aid

https://fu si on.dss. virgini a gov/dfs/DFS-Home/Foster-Care/Services-for-Old erYouth Sedtion4.7.3

19
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Post Adoption Services

Allyouth adopted from Virginia's foster care system, age 16 orolder,
with a special needidentified onan Adoption Assistance
Agreement must be provided the Proof of Foster Care — Special
Needs Adoption form.

In addition to providing information about post-adoption services,
the LDSS must also provide contact information for the agency
representative that will be able to assistfamilies with future needs
that may arise.

Supportive
Services

Post-adoption services
and supports can
support the family and
prevent adoption
disruptions or
dissolutions

20
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Adoption Assistance

Process and Forms

ADOPTION ASSISTANCE PROCESS

Complete the
for Adoption
Assistance and

Use the
Negotiation
Report and

utilize
Documenting
Ad option
Assistance
Elig ibility form

execute the
Ad option
Assistance

Agreement

Gather documentation that Case File

supports any additional daily Documentation

support and supervision needs the

child may have that are payable

through enhanced maintenance and

for all special service requests.

Supporting document ation must be

current within one year of the date

of application, except for /
-——

psychological assesments, which
may be within two years of the
date of application.

21
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*Order records immediately

* Prioritize completing Full
Disclosure

* |dentify ways to ease
transition to adoption
worker; consider secondary
workers

NEGOTIATI ON REPORT

ADOPTIO N ASSI STANCE AGREEM ENT
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Adoption Assistance
Forms Overview

Knowledge
Check

Participatein polls to...
Test your knowledge
Review newmaterial
Engage inclass

Participate in group
discussion

22
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SCENARIO |

Mr. and Mrs. Walsh have been fostering thros Caucasian siblings, Kelly Taylor, age nine-,
and four-year-oid twins, Benjamin and Brandon Taylor. Kelly was placed in their home first
on 10/1/2023 after an involuntary removal order. The court order showed reasonable
afforts were made and the box was checked on the court order and the order contained
language that the continuation in the removal heme would be “contrary to the welfare” of
the child and placement in fostar cara resulted. Kally screened as IV-E eligibla for this
foster care episode and a copy of the Initial Notice of Action was recaivad from the Benefits
Specialist.

The twins share the same mother and father as Kelly, They entered care on 1/25/2024 from
an ofder stating 6IMGI1S 1o prevent removal were made and
contrary to the child’s welfare was also checked.

The agency tried to reunite the siblings with their birth family, but rights wers terminated on
Biological mother and biclogical father on §/5/2025. There were no subsequent appeals.

The children wera registerad on AREWA 51812025 by their adoption FSS, Donna Martin.
Kelly, Banjsmin, and Brandon are now legally free for adoption. Mr. and Mrs. Walsh were
asked if they are able to adopt without adoption assistance and they stated that they are:
not able to adopt without the financial assistance and support. They are interasted in
applying for Virginia Adoption Assistance and have requested an Application for Adoption
Assistance.

[
SCENARIO |

Kelly was born substance exposed to methamphetamines. She has been diagnosed with

ADHD, She attends biweekly counseling with an LPC and bimenthly medication

management with a child psychiatrist. She is currently taking Viyvanse to manage her ADHD
symptoms and behaviors. Kelly also has had chronic ear infections and has had tubes put

in her ears twice. She has an ear infection even now, after the second set of tubes was

placed. She has difficulty hearing sometimes and complains of her ears feeling "clogged.”

She has partial hearing loss. She was prenatally exposed to methamphetamines, which
was confirmed at birth through drug test results of mom and baby. Kelly sees an ENT
otolaryngologist Specialist every three months and consults with the Roanoke Valley

Speech and Hearing Center biannually. The physicians have documented the office visits,

surgeries, and medications used to manage Kelly's sar infections.

23



What dowe know about Kelly?

Demographics?
Placement?

Court determination?
Medical needs? Diagn osis?

Whatdocuments d owe have for documentation
of thesethings?

1/23/2026

@—v
Transfer-of-Learning TOL %Ef

1). Complete the Matching assignmentfor Adoption Assistance
forms

2). Readthe Kelly Taylor case scenario

Return TOL Day 1 to your trainer

Thank youforlearning about the
adoption assistance program to

Thank you provide supportto families
adopting children from fostercare
with special needs.

24



Adoption Assistance
Day 2

CWsS3015W
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Agenda

o Review

o Screening for Adoption
Assistance: Special Needs
Determination

o Screening for Adoption
Assistance: Title IV-E and
screening and State screening

o Eligibility for payments and
services

Review TOL ® o

1. Mr. and Mrs. Jones are
considering becoming adoptive
parents, possiblyto asibling

group.

e. Information Sheet onthe VA
Adoption Assistance Program

25



Review TOL

2._____ Wayne’sbirth fatherisan
alcoholic and his birth motherhas
bipolardisorder. Wayne, age 3, is
aboutto be placed foradoption
buthasnotdisplayed any mental
or physicalproblems. Ameeting
hasbeen convened to determine
his eligibility for Adoption
Assistance.

f. VA Adoption Assistance
Screening Tool

o

1/23/2026

Review TOL

3. The Walsh family will
complete information about
their family and resources. They
willinclude their requestfor
adoption assistance or deny
adoption assistance.

a. Application for Adoption
Assistance

Review TOL

4. Kelly Taylor’s caseworker
will utilize this form with the
screening tool to document the
verificationfor each section.

b. Documenting Adoption
Assistance Eligibility

26
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Review TOL

5. Janessa, age 10, is
being adopted by the Smith
family. Theywentthrough
negotiation and agreed toterms
with the negotiator and the local
agency. They are meeting to
review and sign forms to
proceed with the adoption.

c. Adoption Assistance
Agreement

Review TOL

6. Carrie, the adoption -
caseworker, received this report —
that includes the payments and
services for Sallyandthe Turner
adoptive family.

d. Negotiation Report

ADOPTION ASSISTANCE PROCESS

Complete the

Screening Todl

Use the
Negotiation
Report and

for Adoption
Assistance and

utilize execute the

Adoption
Assistance
Agreement

27



Gather documentation that
supports any additional daily
support and supervision needs the
child may have that are payable
through enhanced maintenance and
for all special service requests.
Supporting documentation must be
current within one year of the date
of application, except for
psychological assesments, which
may be within two years of the
date of application.

Documentation

1/23/2026

Adoption Assistance Eligibility: Use of the

Screening Tool (Section 2.5)

Adoption Assistance begins with a screening of the child to
determine whetherthe child has special needs and is eligible for

adoption assistance.

New form- released November 2025

New job aid- Completin g the Adoption Assistance Screening Tool

released November 2025

Handout 3and Job Aid*

The Adoption Assistance Screening Tool
is used to determine a child’s eligibility
for adoption assistance, Title IV-E or
state.

The tool is designed to screen for basic
and enhanced maintenance payments,
FORMS | Medicaid, special service payments, and
non-reoccurring expenses.

https://fusio n.dss virginia.gov/d fs /DFS-
Home/Ado ptio n/Adopt ion-Pro gram-Forms

28
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Kelly Taylor, age

Section I:
Case Information

Adoption Assistarce Screening Tool, page 1

29



y
:e} . ADOPTION ASSISTANCE SCREENING TOOL

pletes this form in partmership with prospe
been informed of any assistance the chi

e adoptive parents, wl
iy teceive once the adogtion is finahzed

A Torm mnst be compheted for each child i a sibling

.

[ Child's current Iegal name: [ Chikd’s name after adoprion (f knowi)
| Clild’s Diate of Birth (monfh. day, vear) Age of Clald

112015

Nare of Adaptive Parent | Telephone Nulwer

|James Walsh I§ 5d-

e of Adoptive Parent phione Numiber

e Adapti
] The Adaprion Ascis
O ves [ The adog

adopiion assistance

1/23/2026

Section lI:
Citizen/Alien Criteria

Adoption Assistarce Screening Tool, page 1

Documentation Permitted:
Citizenship .

et —
[
Us. Citizen -y
« Birth Certificate (must contain an original —
) - e —— .
embossed seal) —issued by State of Birth = 3
« US.Passport (unexpired or expired) — e =
« Certificate of Naturalization (N-550 orN-570) - — -

Certificate of Citizenship (N5-560 or N-56) ==

Hospital Record (on hospital letterhead much have );___r-""'-e-'""'_'—
been created at least five years prior to appTlc?Er'—nE—'—

e __-—-._.-,'
for assistance and indicate a US.place of__wz.ih;—___)—"'_"

American Indian Card (1-872) = - Ar——E

30



Documentation Permitted:
Citizenship . |

Qualified Non-Citizen

—
Permanent Resident Card (1-551) — a
Temporary I-551 stamp inaforeign passport oron - .~

(1-94) — 1

Asylum approval letter (1-730)

Refugee Travel Document (I-571)
Iragi or Afghan passport with immigrant visa st
(S, 2, 0r3;5Q1,2,0r3) e
Ukrainian citizen or national (1-94, foreign passpo
with DHS/CBP admission stamp)

Survivors of Human Trafficking (certlfmatw_ﬁ

eligibility letter, or interim assistance letter from ———
the U.S.Department of HHS) _—

CITIZENSHIP CRITERIA — The child must meet one of the following criteria.

[#|The child is a United States Citizen

a qualified alien whose adoptive parents are U.S. Citizens or qualified aliens

a qualified alien, who has resided in the U.S. for a minimum of five vears, and their adoptive
parents are non-qualified aliens. Date child received a qualifying status:

[]The cluld is not a U.S. Citizen and has been detenmined to be a non-qualified alien. This child is not eligible
for adoption assistance.

1/23/2026
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SCENARIO M. and Mrs. Walsh have boen fostering thras Gaucasian siblings, Kelly Taylor, age ning-,
and four-year-old twins, Benjamin and Brandon Taylor. Kelly was placed in their home first
on 10/1/2023 after an involuntary removal order. The court order showed reasonable
efforts were made and the box was checked on the court order and the order contained
|anguags that the continuation in the removal home would be “contrary to the welfare” of
the child and placement in fostar cara resulted. Kally screened as IV-E eligibla for this
foster care episode and a copy of the Initial Notice of Action was received from the Benefits
Specialist.

The twins share the same mother and father as Kelly, They entered care on 1/25/2024 from
an e d order stating efferts to prevent removal were made and
contrary to the child’s welfare was also checked,

The agency tried ta reunite the siblings with their birn family, but rights were terminated on
biological mother and biclogical father on 5/5/2025. There were no subsequent appeals.

The children wera registered on AREVA 5/18/2025 by their adoption FSS, Danna Martin.
Kelly, Banjamin, and Brandan ara now lagally free for adoption. Mr. and Mrs. Walsh were
asked if they are able to adept without adoption assistance and they stated that they are
net able te adopt without the financial assistance and support. They are interested in
applying for Virginia Adoption Assistance and have requested an Application for Adoption
Assistance

1/23/2026

.
SCENARIO

Kelly was born substance exposed to methamphetamines. She has been diagnosed with
ADHD. She attends ekly counseling with an LPC and bimonthly medication
management with a child psychiatrist. She is currently taking Viyvanse to manage her ADHD
symptoms and behaviors. Kelly also has had chronic ear infections and has had tubes put
in her ears twice. She has an ear infection even now, after the second set of tubes was
placed. She has difficulty hearing sometimes and complains of her ears feeling "clogged.”
She has partial hearing loss. She was prenatally exposed to methamphetamines, which
was confirmed at birth through drug test results of mom and baby. Kelly sees an ENT
otolaryngologist Specialist every three months and consults with the Roanoke Valley
Speech and Hearing Center biannually. The physicians have documented the office visits,
surgeries, and medications used to manage Kelly's ear infections.

Section llI: Three-Part
Special Needs
Determination

A. Determination that the child could or

could not be retumed to parent.

Adoption Assistarce Screening Tool, page 1

32



Section Ill: Three-Part
Special Needs
Determination

B. Adoption placement without financial
assistance isunlikely due to...

‘ Adoption Assistarce Screening Tool, page 1 & 2

1/23/2026

Section llI: Three-Part
Special Needs
Determination

Special Needs
Determination

33



Documentation Permitted:

Special Needs Determination -
Cannot or shouldnot return home -
— B
« Termination of Parental Rights — k
* Temporary Entrustment Agreement & IV-E Foster. — "-—-"——_h-; —
Care Payment —_—— = —
¢ Permanent Entrustment Agreement: petition fiw—r—g—‘—f =

within 6 monthsanda subsequent order *—g

containin t to child’ Ifare | =
g contrary to child’s welfare |angUage—— e ’ p—
e — =

Documentation Permitted:
Special Needs Determination .

.
Physical, mental, or emotional condition, hereditary

tendency, congenital problem, birth injury, race, age,
sibling relationship

e ———

—_— SN
¢ Medical documentationindicating physical, ‘-h—— :

mental, enotional disability or condition w
m— g

* BirthRecords — . =
* Parents’ medical recordsor diagnosis

¢ Physician documentation within 1year

Important to note:

If hereditary tendency, congenital problem, or birth
injury is the only factor noted in this section, the
agreement will be zero at this time but it will be
important to note if the child develops medical
problemsin the future based on the eligibility
determination.

1/23/2026
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Documentation Permitted:

Special Needs Determination .
Age -
— R
« Birth Certificate —— ————
* Baptismal Certificate —_—— T

« Hospital Records i._-——-—‘-—f =

* US.Passport
* Naturalization Certificate

Documentation Permitted:
Special Needs Determination

2
Sibling
- -
« SiblingsBirth Certificate — --._-ﬁ-—_h._ ==
« Adoptive Parent’s Notarized Intent to Adopt — =
« Adoptive Placement Agreement =_ﬂ-—-—"ﬂ—_ -
e g =
—--_.._—-"’“d_-:_.__,.f-—"-e—'—'._'_— =]
e F 7

Documentation Permitted:

Special Needs Determination .
| -
Reasonable Efforts

-y

* Documentation of agency asking and family stating — —___-_._h__._
they cannot adopt without assistance

* AREVA Registration within GwaysofTermlnathu——-ﬁ‘———
of Parental Rights TPR B <% -

* Referraltoa Specialized Adoption Agency ——-——ﬂ;_ﬁ_—___,‘___—;

* Placement with adoptive family asa foster childw————r—r—"" E ——
forlZmonthsminimalFosterCarePIacemeL%:;_’.‘;—?——__'_;;-—r——-—g
Agreement = ——=%

S

1/23/2026
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Documentation for Kelly Taylor
Special Needs Determination:

Physician documentation within one year
AREVA registration
Birth certificate

1/23/2026

Let’s practice stamping...
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We will use our stamps to complete
sections of the Adoption Assistance
Screening Tool for Kelly Taylor,
based on the information we have

in the scenario.

When you are instructed, you’ll
stamp your answer with an X for the
appropriate question/statement.

® =

ey o

1/23/2026

When we are finished with
the stamping activity,
Please exit out by clicking
onthe Xin the red circle.

Stamp the correct response(s) for Kelly’s situation.

child’s mother and father

DEFINITON OF SPECIAL NEEDS — The child must meet Virginia's definition of special needs.
1. The child can no longer return home based on one of the identified conditions. Answer for both the

Unknown Father:

MOTHER FATHER
Death of Birth Parent [ Date: || Date:
Termination of Parental Rights [] Date: ] Date:

1 Date

Temporary Entrustment Agreement

[] Evidence of a foster care p

ayment received.

Permanent Entrusiment Agreement — a petition
was filed and a subsequent court order was
obtained within 180 days of the child's removal
from the home stating it was contrary to child’s
welfare to remain in the home

["] Date of Removal
Date of Subsequent Order

| Date of Removal
Date of Subsequent Order:
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The accurate response is:

DL}[\l[G\ OF SPECIAL NEEDS = The child must meet Virginia®s definition of specia
Th 1d can no longer return home based on one of the identified conditions. Answer for both the
child’s mother and father

1/23/2026

MOTHER FATHER
Death of Birth Parent | || Dare: || Date:
Termination of Parental Rights [v] Date: 05/05/2025 [#] Date: 05032025
Unknown Father: Date:
Temporary Entrustment Agreement Evidence of a foster care pavment received.
Permanent Entrustment Agreement — a petition | Date of Removal: | Date of Removal
was filed and a subsequent court order was Date of Subsequent Order: Date of Subsequent Order:
obtained within 180 days of the child's removal
from the home stating it was contrary to child"s
welfare to remain in the home

Stamp the correct response(s) for Kelly’s situati

ed Care

e 2 the
codition becomes eviden,

The accurate response is:

[CIemal Disabitiy

st Canulinsan. ey bs been diagnssed with ADSD and kes

Thate Entered
fiscal year (1010

endenscy, Congential Prablen, or Bi
iy was po exposet 1 wedatpbes

ury Lending 10 a Future

. e tesing gusiive fon
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Stamp the correct response(s) for Kelly’s situa

1/23/2026

3. Reasonable Efforts Criteria — Reasonable efforts must be made to place the chuld without adoption
assistance. Af least one must be checked
[IThe child was registered on AREVA within 60 days of terminating parental rights
Date of TPR Date of Registration:
|_IChild was referred to and featured by other adoption exchanges. 1.e. VKB, ATCP Recruitment
| IRecruitment requirements were waived due to the existence of siguificant emotional ties with the
foster fanmly formed winle in their care as a foster cluld for at least 18 months,
Date of Placement
|| The adoptive family has indicated they cannot adopt withour adoption assistance

The accurate response is:

3. Reasonable Efforts Criteria — Reasonable efforts must be made to place the child without adoption
assistance, Al least one must be checked.
[#]The child was registered on AREVA within 60 days of terminating parental rights
Date of TPR: p4/01/2025 Date of Registration: 4i01/2025

[IChild was referred ta and fearured by other adoption exchanges, i e VKB, ATCP Recruitment
[#Recruitment requirements were waived due to the exisience of significani emotional ties with the

foster family formed while in their care as a foster cluld for at least 18 months.

Date of Placement: 10/01/2023
[#1The adoptive family has indicated they cannot adopt without adoption assistance

The summary:

Summary: The child must meet a condition in each of the above three sections to meet Virginia's definition of
special needs. If the child meets the definition, screen the child for title TV-E adoption assistance.
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Questions?

1/23/2026

Knowledge
Check

Participate in polls to...
Test your knowledge
Review newmaterial
Engage inclass

Participate in group
discussion
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[\

2 ABORTION ASTASE SCRRENES: T

Adoption Assistarce Screening Tool, page 2

TITLE IV-E ELIGIBILITY

Based on Broadcast 6/5/2024

Effective July 1, 2024, all new Adoption Assistance Agreements will
meet the applicable child criteria. Screen the child to determine if they
meet the definition of a child of special needs and one ofthe fourtitle
IV-E eligibility criteria.

ection IV: Title IV-E “ ——
Eligibility Criteria

Adoption As sistarce Screening Tool, page 2
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Eligible in a Prior Adoption

The child’s previous adoption has been dissolved through
termination of parental rights or the adoptive parents
are deceased. The child was eligible for title IV-E
adoption assistance in the previous adoption.

TITLE IV-E ELIGIBILITY

SSI Eligibility

The child meets dll medical and disability requirements of XVI
Supplemental Security Income (SSl).

>
—
—
[==]
D
—
(W]
(W]
1
—
(W]
—
[ —
[ —

Child of a Minor Parent

The child resides with their minor parent in a foster home or
childcare irstitution. The minor parent was removed
involuntarily containing a judicial determination contrary to the
welfare or a temporary or permanert entrustment agreement
and the foster parent i receiving Title IV-E foster care
payment for the minor child ond their child.

TITLE IV-E ELIGIBILITY
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Judicial or Voluntary Removal Eligibility

Involuntary ' Temporary Permanent
Removed @ Entrustment Entrustment
Children ' Agreement Agreement

>
[T
—
[==]
(Ea]
—
[
Ll
1
]
[N}
—
[ —
—
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Kelly Taylor, age

Documentation for Kelly Taylor

Preliminary Removal Order from
the Court hearing that included
court ordered removal containing
contrary to the welfare of a child
language

Sibling's birth certificate
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Stamp the correct response(s) for Kelly’s a

TITLE IV-E ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA = The child must meet one of the eligibility criterta below to be
eligible for ritle IV-E.

[Previous Adoption Eligibility
The chuld’s previous adoption has been dissolved through a termination of parental nghts or the adoptive
parents are deceased. The child was eligible for fitle IV-E adoption assistance in the previous adoption
[ISSI Eligibility
The child meets all medical and disability requirements of the title XVI Supplemental Security Income (851)
Program.
[CIChild of a Minor Parent in Foster Care
The child resides with their minor parent in a foster fanuly home or childcare institution. The minor parent
was removed involuntarily with a judicial determination made that remaining in the home was contrary to
their welfare: or there’s a temporary entrustment agreement, of a permanent entrustment.
[_IThe child is in the care of a public or private child placing agency. At the time of their removal, there was a
judicial dererminarion made that remaining in their home is contrary to their welfare, there’s a temporary
entrusiment agreement or a permanent entrustment agreement.

The accurate response is:

TITLE IV-E ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA - The cluld must meet one of the elimbility cntena below to be
eligible for title [V-E.

[ Previous Adoption Eligibility
The child’s previous adoption has been dissolved through a termination of parental nghts or the adoptive
parents are deceased. The cluld was eligible for title IV-E adoption assistance in the previous adoption.
|SSI Eligibility
The child meets all medical and disability requi of the nile XVI Security Income (SST)
Program

[]Child of a Minor Parent in Foster Care
The cluld resides with their minor parent in a foster famaly home or childcare institution. The nunor parent
was removed involuntarily with a judicial determination made that remaining in the home was contrary to
their welfare; or there's a temporary entrustment agreement, or a permanent entrustnzent

[#|The child is in the care of a public or private child placing agency. At the time of their removal, there was a
judicial deternination made that remaining i their home is contrary to ther welfare, there’s a temporary
entrustment agreement o1 4 permanent entrusiment

YR

Questions?
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Section V: State Adoption
Assistance

1/23/2026

Adoption Assistarce Screening Tool, page 3

STATE ADOPTION A! ANCE = Oaly screen the child for State adoption assistance when they do not
meel the title TV-E eligibility criteria. To be eligible, they must meet each of the following conditions.
_|The child meets the age and citizenship requirements
__|The child meets Virgmia's definition of special needs
|The child is i the custody of a public or private child placing agency.
|The child has developed significant emotional ties with their foster parents while in their care for at least 12

months. The foster parents are committed to adopting the child, and State adoption assistance maintenance
PayIents are necessary

A s Submifted After Final Order

For applications submitted after the final order of adoption, the child must meet each of the eriteria below in
addimon 1o the above critetia

[_IThe child has a condition/disabiliry that was present at the time of adoption
|_|The child was first diagnosed with the condition/disability after the final order of adoption.

[The diagnosis was made within 12 months of the submission of the Adoption Assistance Application.
Date of the Adoption: Date of the Diagnosis
Diagnosis:
v

cation used to corroborate presence at the time of the adoption:
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Section VI: Additionall ® = o
Daily Supervision

Additional Daily Supervision

Adoption Assistarce Screening Tool, page 3 ™

1/23/2026

ADDITIONAL DAILY SUPERVISION = This child requires an additional dail;

Payment based on the following

[#IThe child receives an enhanced maintenance payment in foster care based on the VEMAT

IThe child was not receiving enhanced maintenance payments in foster care, but there is sufficient reason to
believe the child requires additional support and supervision consistent with VEMAT guidance. A VEMAT
has been conducted.

support and supervision

Date of last VEMAT: 05012025 Child’s VEMAT Score: 12 Amount: § §72

Services

ey —— AP

Special Services

Adoption Assistarce Screening Tool, page 3
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SPECIAL SERVICE PAYMENT - Every child who receives adoption assistance should be sereened for
special service payment eligibility. The child must meet each of the criteria below ta be eligible.
[#IThe child is in custody of a child placing agency at the time of application
Name of child placing agency. Virginia DSS
[]Child is eligible to receive title [V-E or State adoption assistance.
¥ |The adoptive parents are capable of providing the permanent family relatonship needed in all respects except
financial

Section VIII: Non-
Recurring

Non-Recurring Expenses

Adoption Assistance Screening Tool, page 3

NON-RECURRING EXPENSES - Children who meet the citizenship and age criteria, in addition to
Virginia's definition of special needs, are eligible for reimbursement of non-recurring expenses.
The child has met these criteria. [f]ves [ |No
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Medicaid Eligibility [

Section IX: Medicaid
Eligibility

1/23/2026

Adoption Assistarce Screening Tool, page 3

MEDICAID ELIGIBILITY

[7IThe Adoption Assistance Agreement will include Medicaid for the child because the
title IV-E adoption assistance

[IThe Adoption Assistance Agreement will include Medicaid because the child is eligible for State adoption
assistance and has a special medical or rehabilitative need

[“IThe Adoption Assistance Agreement will not include Medicaid for the child because the child is not title IV-E
or state eligible; or 15 state eligible but does not have a special medical or rehabilitatve need

115 ehigible for

Section X: Signatures

Adoption Assistarce Screening Tool, page 3
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Adoption
Screening
Tool

Knowledge
Check

Participatein polls to...
Test your knowledge

Review newmaterial
Engage inclass

Participate in group
discussion

Case scenarios

Walsh Case Scenario

Kelly Taylor’s twin brothers:
* Benjamin, age 3

* Brandon, age 3
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SCENARIO M. and Mrs. Walsh have boen fostering thras Gaucasian siblings, Kelly Taylor, age ning-,
and four-year-old twins, Benjamin and Brandon Taylor. Kelly was placed in their home first
on 10/1/2023 after an involuntary removal order. The court order showed reasonable
efforts were made and the box was checked on the court order and the order contained
|anguags that the continuation in the removal home would be “contrary to the welfare” of
the child and placement in fostar cara resulted. Kally screened as IV-E eligibla for this
foster care episode and a copy of the Initial Notice of Action was received from the Benefits
Specialist.

The twins share the same mother and father as Kelly, They entered care on 1/25/2024 from
an e d order stating efferts to prevent removal were made and
contrary to the child’s welfare was also checked,

The agency tried ta reunite the siblings with their birn family, but rights were terminated on
biological mother and biclogical father on 5/5/2025. There were no subsequent appeals.

The children wera registered on AREVA 5/18/2025 by their adoption FSS, Danna Martin.
Kelly, Banjamin, and Brandan ara now lagally free for adoption. Mr. and Mrs. Walsh were
asked if they are able to adept without adoption assistance and they stated that they are
net able te adopt without the financial assistance and support. They are interested in
applying for Virginia Adoption Assistance and have requested an Application for Adoption
Assistance

1/23/2026

[ -

SCENARID Benjamin and Brandon were placed in this home after their premature birth at 35 weeks.
They were prenatally exposed to methamphetamines and spent a total of five weeks in the
NICU at a local hospital after being born. The Walsh family visited the infants in the
hospital, attempting 1o bond with the babies. Brandon had RSV [Respiratory Syneytial
Virus) when he was two months old. He has had almost constant respiratory infections
since then and sees a Pulmanary Lung Specialist quarterly; due to his age he is not yet
diagnosed with asthma, but he is treated as though he has it {(nebulizer and inhaler
treatments weekly). The doctor says that he may always be susceptible to lung infections
and will need to continue to be monitored.

Benjamin has almost constant ear infections and sees an ENT (Ear, Nose, and Throat)
Specialist quarterly, He also struggles with breathing issues, though not as severe as
Brandon, he requires a nebulizer treatment weekly. He is scheduled to have tubes in his
ears and is being assessed for speech delays, The twins are both four-years-old. Brandon
has strabismus (misaligned eyes) and Benjamin amblyopia (lazy eye that required an eye
patch for a few weeks a month). Both boys also have motor skills delays and have physical
therapy three times a week.

What do we know
about Benjamin
and Brandon?

Demographics?
Placement?

Court determination?
Medical needs? Diagnosis?

What documents dowe have for
documentation of these things?
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Transfer-of-Learning TOL#2

Review the Walsh Family Case Study
again.

Utilize the Adoption Assistance
Screening Tool example for Kelly
Taylor from TO L#1, to complete a
screenin g tool for both of Kelly’s twin
brothers.

Twoblank Adoption Assistance
Screening Tool forms are attached to
this assignment. Practice completing
one for Benjamin and one for
Brandon.

1/23/2026

WA

Questions?

Thankyou

Thank youforlearning about the
adoption assistance program to
provide supportto families
adopting children from fostercare
with special needs.
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Adoption Assistance
Day 3

CWS3015W

1/23/2026

Agenda

o Review

o Partnering with the Adoptive
Families

o Applying for Adoption
Assistance

o Adoption Assistance
Negotiation

o Executing the Adoption
Assistance Agreement

Transfer-of-Learning

Adoption Assistance Screening Tools

Benjamin, age 4

Brandon, age 4

Twins, placed with their sibling, Kelly
Taylor inthe Walsh Foster Home
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e Complete the Adoption Assistance
screening tool thoroughly and
accurately

* Ensure documentationis current
and attached

* Make recommended changes
quickly if needed

* Utilize case examples and
resources

“Consider the workyoudoin completing an
adoptionthe found ationfor the rest of the child’s
life. If you make mistakes now, the child and family
could suffer the consequences years later. Set
everyone upforsuccess bydoingthingsrightfrom
the start”

-Carrie Jo Karr Guzman
Rockbridge Family Services Supervi sor

Partnering with Families
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Activity: What would you need?

Tangible supports Emotional supports

1/23/2026

Common Issues and Needs

* Addressing Separation and Loss

» Addressing The Effects of Trauma

* Addressing Children’s Challenges and Needs
« Information, Training, and Ongoing Developmentof Parents
» Addressing Family Dynamics and Adoption Adjustment

* Discuss Openness, Search, and Connection

* Adoption by Relatives if applicable

* Financial and Material Needs

www.childwe fare.gov

Addressing
Separation and
Loss

* Adop tion-competen ttherapy,
counselin g other therapeutic
assistance, an d peer su pport goups—
can help children and youth deal with
their emotions, mourn previous losses,
and come to terms with their experiences
and present circumstances.

* The samekind ofsenicescanalso
support adoptive parents in
understand ing and addressi ngi ssues
related to their child’s loss, separation,
trauma, atachment, and identity.
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Trauma-informed
Services

———————

 Trauma-informe dservices can
help children learn newways of
thinking and respondingwhen facing
stress and perceived threats.

* Services can also help adoptive
parents understand theirchildren’s
behaviorinthe context of trauma,
build pare nts’ capacity tocope with
challenges, andide ntify a pp ropr iate
strategies to meettheirc hildren’s
needs and allow healingto occur.

1/23/2026

Addressing
Children’s
Challengesand
Needs

Parents often need
information and
guidance on howbestto
respond to their
children’sneedsand
behaviors, and they may
benefit from servicesthat
strengthen theircoping
skills.

-

Information, Training, and Ongoing Development of Parents
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Family
Dynamics and
Adoption

Adjustment

1/23/2026

https : //w ww.you tube.co m/watch?v=0l1a5d XObW U

Regional Post Adoption Consorfium Services,
/ or RPACS, helps familiss thrive after
= daplion has Roslized.

2
RPACS

FUSIZN i .

POST-ADOPTION SERVICES

Resource- Post Adoption

https 3//fusion. dss.virg nia gov/dfs/DF S-Home/Adopt on/Post-Adoption-Services
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Openness,
Search, and
Connection

Adoption by
Relatives

Financial and
Material Need
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Job aid: Applying for Adoption Assistance

W _ D)

1/23/2026

Job Aid: Applying for Adoption Assistance

* Unlike foster care payments, * The adoption assistance
thereis nota standard amount agreement must be negotiated
the family will receive for the based onthe family’s out-of-
adoptionassistance pocketexpenses incuredto
agreement. meet the child’s basic and

* The adoption assistance special needs.
agreement is meant to * The average monthly
combine with the family’s agreement is less thanthe
income and resources to help fostercare payment.

subsidize expenses associated
with meeting the child’sneeds.

Job Aid: Applying for Adoption Assistance cont’d

« The agreement cannot exceed the * Adoption assistance ends

Virginia fostercare basic maintenance i
paymentas determined bythe child's when the child turns 18, unless

age combined with the level of care anextension is granted, and
pay mentas determined by the VEMAT then itmust end by21.
assessment. The VEMAT payment is not

automatically added to the assistance

pay ment. The base rate and the VEMAT . Complete the Ei Disclosiire
pay mentonly setthe maximum B . L

assistance amountallowed. The Comalliat o ddapibe Fonellios
negotiated assistance amount isbased

on the family’s actual out-of-pocket

expensesfor thechild.
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Full Disclosure Checklist \

.
Meet with the prospective ad optive parent to indicate thateach 9 . N

- -
has been completed:

* Ensure the ad optive parents havereceived information onthe lifelong
process of adoption and its meaning, have beeneducated on the benefits
and responsibilities of adoption, and provid ed information regarding
adoptionassistance and post-adoptionservices.

« The adoptive parents have received and signed the Information Sheeton

jrgini i , acopy must be placed inthe adoptionfile and
one provided to the adoptive parent;

1/23/2026

Full Disclosure Checklist cont’d

Reviewed, explained, and obtained the adoptive parent signature on the_Full
Disclosure of Child Information form and Background Check Requirements
forms;

* Review andexplainthe completed Adoption Assistance Screening Tool; obtain
the adoptive parents’ signatures on the form;

Provide the prospective adoptive parentswiththe Application for Assistance.
Adoptive parents must sign a copy of the_Full Disclosure Checklist indicating they
have completed the full disclosure process, and a copy of the form must be
maintained in their Adoption Assistance Case file.

V/// yd

“Adoptions are so im portant for the child toget
closure and have afinality totheir case.
Lives for everyone involved are in limbo untilthat
finalorder being signed by the Judge.

For that child to be able to say that this is my
forever family is such abig honor for them and
shouldbetakenas a priority for thatchild/family.”

Susannah Wels, Clerk of the Court
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Knowledge
Check

Participatein polls to...
Test your knowledge
Review newmaterial
Engage inclass

Participatein group
discussion

Adoption Assistance

Ap plying for Ad option Assistance
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JOBAID: ADOPTION ASSISTANCE TIMELINE

Assatance Megatiator has
e e e
Iwithin 7 days of seceiving
leationk. regatiate.
Qntain sigratures and
1058 receiues hegatiation [y — Schedule tima and review -
Regrt and natifies il Aasintare Ageement and forma and conditions of e
within 5 days of outrome. Placeme=t Agrezment for the: s fot
304 rights 12 appesl. X Barents .
Dy af b signature).
Sstablih the paper
Using Bio-Connect
Aduption Awistance Caws
Adogtion
e ta (AR, n-wdm-:u-dna-
Handout 7

1/23/2026

Next step: Adoptive Parents complete the
Adoption Assistance Application

® =

Handout 8: Revised Nov25

Adoptive Parents complete Adoptive
Parent Acknowledgement
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Adoption Assistance/Finalization of Adoption Process

Handout 9

1/23/2026

Ifthe
application
is denied:

* Usedincaseswhereit is
evident thechild is not
eligib le for a doption
assistance, per the screening

* Iftheapplication is denied,
the LDSSmust sendthe

ado ptive parent the Fam.ily
A Ay

denying the ad optio n
assistance applicationand
indicating the specificreason
forthe denial

Handout 10and 11

Ifthe application
is complete:

* The notification must include the date
the apﬁlication wasreceived. |t must
state thatthe LDSS and the adoptive
parents have 60 calendardays to
execute an Adoption Assistance
Agreement from the date of
application.

* Once the LDSS receives the completed
application and all require
documentation, the LDSS must submita
Referral for Negotiations to the
Assistance Negotiator.
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Private Adoption and LCPA Application for
Adoption Assistance

An LCPA that identifies a
potentiallyeligible child and is
handling the adoption may refer
the child tothe LDSS in the
locality inwhichthe adoptive
familyresides foranApplication
for Assistance.

Handout 12

1/23/2026

Copies of all forms signed bythe adoptive
parents mustbe placedin the child’s
Adoption Assistance Case file, andthe

. .

Handout 13

The Walsh Adoption Assistance Application

&

L]

WE E EEE
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The Walsh Adoption [ ssisiarn
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Assistance
Application (part 2)

* The adoptionworker
completes Section Il based
onthe approved Home Study
and background checks.

* The background check
results mostbe currentwithin
18 months or will need tobe
repeated.

LY ORI

Knowledge
Check

Participatein polls to...
Test your knowledge
Review newmaterial
Engage inclass

Participate in group
discussion

Adoption Assistance

Ad option Assistance Negotiation
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JOBAID: ADOFTION ASSISTANCE TIMELINE

Complete the Adoption
Assistance Screening Tool

fr— e
process, open o Mogsin ey ek
Case Recard.

1/23/2026

Submit a Referral for Negotiations

v'An Application forAssistance

v'An Adoption Assistance ScreeningTool
v'VEMAT (ifapplicable)

v'Supportingdocumentation and
diagnosisof each child’s specialneed
(such as, Full Disclosure Child
Information Form, medicalreport, birth
records, psychological evaluations,
treatmentnotesin cases of sudden
increases of VEMAT s cores, etc.)

v'Supportingdocumentation related to
Resource Home

Handout 14

Walsh Case Example Referral for Adoption
Assistance Negotiation
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Assessing Resources to Defray Costs
Section2.14.4

The LDSS and adoptive parents mustconsiderall relevantand
applicable resources, when assessing and negotiating

maintenance and special service payments for adoption
assistance.

The LDSS must complete the following: Available Community
BResources: Assessing Resources to Defray Costs form

1/23/2026

Why Negotiate Adoption Assistance?

* Assess the child’s needs

* Determine the Adoption Assistance need

The Assistance Negotiator
must acknowledge they have
ewverything needed to proceed
with the negotiation within five
calendars days tothe FSSby
~ email.

Ince the acknowledgment has
n sent, the Assistance
legotiator has 30 calendar

ys to complete the
gotiation.
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At the conclusion of
negotiations, the Assistance B e
Negotiator will submitthe =
Negotiation Report tothe LDSS.

1/23/2026

Walsh Case Scenario Negotiation Report

Hesults:

Kelly is -old Cavcasian female who is being adopted by ber foster parents of 20 mentls. Kelly is placed|

n the home witl het twin siblings, who are also being ndopted by the foster parents. Kelly entered foster care it
runined to be eligible for IV-E funding. The Deparment provided

e, they were unable o restify the fssues that brought Kelly, and subsequently

s siblings. info care. Kelly lias a curent and past lusory of chironie ear infections. thai were ot remedied by the

lacing of rubes in her enss. Kelly was also bom substance exposed to ausplhetumines

[Kelly mects guidince eritenia fo reeerve adoption assistance as

o to adoption; requirng ongoin

*Child bas  physical condition exis
“Child has a hereditary tendency. congenital problens, ar birth injury leading to substantial risk of fahire disability
“Child bas 4 close relationship with one or one and siblings are placed with the same adoptive pasents
*Cliild i age six or older ind his been in foster care eighteen months a1 longet

The adoptive parents work outside of the home and have requested child care assistance. Kelly attends a day care

which has been verified to be licensed by VDSS, proof of enroliment has been provided, as well as proof of
iployment. Mr. Walsh is employed with the school system from August-M

for the provision of up to $300 per month child care mainre: for a1 pes

through May 31, 2026. This can be renssessed priar fo the 1 11\\6\[\1MI|-|L1|II»C|c~1wn'nlrllrn.w]‘ll‘:p\m.lx

Kelly Tas o VEMAT with a score of 12 i

was last conplered an Apnil 1, 2025, Throughout the past year, Kelly
ons mnatamed o VEMAT score wathan the range of 12 nnd 16, The rate was negotiated and the

of Social Services
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JOBAID: ADOFTION ASSISTANCE TIMELINE

Assstance Nagoriatoe has
— B el frotet
Ausistance Screening Tool e fwitin ? e of recetving AR
applicationk
Obtainsigaatures and
Propares Adaption Schadule tma and resivm »

aport an s famiy avvance Ao form bt

within § days of outcome. Placemest Agreement for the et fwitidn
rghes 1 apeat anatu, parents Daiysof 1t sgnas).

Aduptice Avsistance Cave.
prosess, ogen an Adoption
sheEls Racord aed the Adoption

Notice of Action and Right to Appeal

Within five calendar days of
receiving the Negotiation Report, =

the Local Department must | >
provide the adoptive family with &
a Family Services Notice of
Action and Rights to Appeal
form, informing them inwriting
of the decision; The adoptive
family has 10 calendardays to
appeal the decision
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Appeals and Fair Hearings

Anyapplicantor recipient of § Code of Virginia 63.2-1304
adoption assistance has the

rightto request a hearing . .

whenever adoption assistance ~ Adoption Assistance Manual
benefits are denied, delayed, Section2.23

suspended, reduced, or

terminated orwhenthe

processing of an Applicationfor

Assistance is unreasonably

delayed

1/23/2026

Knowledge
Check

Participatein polls to...
Test your knowledge
Review newmaterial
Engage inclass

Participate in group
discussion

Adoption Assistance

Executing an Ad option Assistance Agreem ent
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Family
within 5 days of outcome
—
—
Adoption Assistance Cav
pracess, epen an Adoptian
S

1/23/2026

EXECUTING THE ADOPTION ASSISTANCE
AGREEMENT

NIA ADOPTION ASSSTANCE AGHEENENT Important Dates:

[ 3 o o e

]

1
~ *Ex.enm.ed Date: All
signatures received

*.Eﬁ.em.iu.e Date: First day of

following month; payments
begin

Handout 17

ZERO DOLLAR ADOPTION ASSISTANCE
AGREEMENT

@ $0 payment

M Future benefits if needed
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Adoption
Assistance
Agreement

1/23/2026

Child’s Documented

Special Needs

Provisions of
Agreement

A.Types of Adoption Assistance

‘ 1.Non-recurring adoption expenses ‘

2.Monthly adoption assistance
maintenance payments
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Provisions of
Agreement

A.Typesof Adoption Assistance

2. Monthly adoption assistance
maintenance payments, cont.

3.Special services to meet this
child’s documented special needs

1/23/2026

Provisions of

Agreement (continued)
I

C. Moving to Another Jurisdictionin Virginia
D.Moving Out of Virginia

E.Notification of Changes by Adoptive Parent(s)

Provisions of

eement (continued)

F.Educational Provisions

G.Annual Affidavit

H.Suspension of Adoption Assistance Payments
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I. Termination of Maintenance Payments
J. Termination of Special Services Payments

K. Termination of Agreement

L. Changes tothe Virginia Adoption
Assistance Agreement

1/23/2026

N.Discrimination Complaint e
O. Effect of Agreement %

Provisions of
Agreement (continued) E

M. Appeals B

Signature and Dates

[N ———

¥
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Walsh Adoption

» Screening Tool

» Documentation for
Eligibility

» Application

» Referral for
Negotiation

» Negotiation Report

» Adoption Assistance \,
Agreement

1/23/2026

ADOPTION ASSISTANCE PROCESS

Complete the
for Adoption
Assistance and

utilize
Documenting
Ad option

Use the
Negotiation
Report and

execute the
Ad opion
Assistance

Agreement

Knowledge
Check

Participatein polls to...
Test your knowledge
Review newmaterial
Engage inclass

Participate in group
discussion
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Transfer of Learning TOL #3

1). Watch the video about the
critical support during the
transition from foster care to
adoption and capture some of the
critical supports noted for the
family.

2). Review the Walsh Family Case
Study again. Complete the
questions about the adoption
assistance formexamples.

1/23/2026

Thank youforlearning about the
adoption assistance program to

Thank you provide supportto families
adopting children from fostercare
with special needs.

Adoption Assistance
Day 4

CWS3015W
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Agenda

o Review

o Post Adoption Senvices-
Preventative

o Maintaining Adoption
Assistance cases

o Post Adoption Senices-
Adoption support

o Terminating Adoption
Assistance

o Next steps

1/23/2026

TOL Review

Review Day 3

* Walsh Familyforms

* Walsh Family Adoption

* Support/Needs
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Identifying Needs and Supports

1/23/2026

Post-Adoption
Services:
Preventative

* What needs may Kelly
(Taylor) Walsh have in
the future?

* What supports maybe
helpful?

Post-Adoption
Services:
Preventative

* Whatneeds may Benjamin
and Brandonhaveinthe
future?

* Whatsupports may be
helpful?
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Post-Adoption
Services:
Preventative

* What needsmaythe Walshes
have in the future asadoptive
parents?

* What supports maybe helpful?

1/23/2026

“Whenyou’re with the right family-
When you connectwith the right people-
it’s everything ”

-Adop ted youth
Adop tUSKids.org

Adoption Services

Prevention services
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Types of Support

The services commonly requ ested by
families can be grouped intothe
following categories:

Y

Educatio nal and informational
services

v

Clinical services

v

Material assistance

v

Supp ort n etwor ks

1/23/2026

Availability of Adoption Services

* All youth adopted from Virginia's
foster care system, age 16or
older, with aspecial need
identified on an Adoption
Assistance Agreement must be
provided the Proof of Foster Care
—SpecialNeeds Adoption form.

The LDSS must also provide
contactinformation for the
agency representative that will be
able to assist families with future
needs that may arise.

Resources for Adogtion

+ Post-Adoption Consortivm

+ AdoptlSKids

+ Dave Thomas Foundation

+ Federal Adoption Tax Cradit
+ National Adoption Association
+ NewFound Families of Virginia
+ Virginia Kids Belong

® Forms
(®) Guldance & Procedures
(B) Guidance Manuals - Adoption

® Publications

htips: //'www s s.vi rginia.gov famil y/ap/index cgi

Regional Centers of Support for Adoptive Families

Central Post Adoption Consortium
* United Methodist Famiy Services.

UMFS:mson

Eastern Post Adoption Consortum
+ Uniced Methodst Famiy Services

P
UMF§ s

[ P Western Post Adoption Consartium
V] Pt Communicy Resources
wwwdepaul org
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Knowledge
Check

Participatein polls to...
Test your knowledge

Review newmaterial
Engage inclass

Participatein group
discussion

Managing Adoption
Assistance cases

[— Schodulatina and
Regort and notes famiy Aosstance Aprvement and Torms e conseionsof
wihin 5 apsofoutcome Placemnent Agreement for he it

i rghcs 10 ampe. sanature, Barenis.
1 Extabih the paper
et s alt doption Ausivtance Cava
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ESTABLISHING THE ADOPTION ASSISTANCE RECORD

An OASIS Adoption Case must be opened and correctly
documented for processing all adoption assistance applications
within 5 calendar days of signing the adoptive placement

agreement. After finalizationall contacts should be documented in
the adoption case in OASIS.

1/23/2026

JORAID: ADOFTION ASSISTANCE TIMELIE

s gt v
P el & days 10 acknowiedge
[yt peeell T
ey R

05 s eyt [T ——
Meport and natsfees family. forma and conditiom of [nges Subai IO
i s e s i

ST o Aokt s e

P
g o s

rovescoun m Mdson [ 120 Aiopion

Adoption Assistance Case Record

. o Utilize the Adoption Assistance
= I Case Record Checklist (Handout
g 13 referenced earlier)

3 muwj

Section 2.22
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Responsibilities of
LDSS Managing
Adoption Assistance
Case

* The LDSS thatis
responsiblefor adoption
assistance must:

* Maintain responsibility
forpaymentsand
servicesasspecified in
the Adoption Assistance
Agreement and any
addendumin effect,
regardless of where the
adoptive parents and the
child reside.

1/23/2026

Processing
Payments

* Monthly maintenance
payments

* A Special Services payment

* One-time-only payment
(alsocalled non-recurring
payment)

LT L{
L B LI
W = ;

i
0 g gy

Review Adoption Assistance Payments

* Review Adoption Assistance
cases inOASISto ensure
payment accuracy

* Ensure thatthe Adoption
Children’s Reportis accurate
as this is whatis usedto track
Adoption Assistance related
funding.

* Adoption Assistance
Consultants will initiate a
Monitoring Plan for each LDSS.
Adoption Assistance payments
will be reviewed for accuracy
bythe Consultants review and
LDSS internal audits.

o—v
e—v
e—v
@—v
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Adoption Assistance Case

FUSIZN A .
MICRO3002: Adoption IR

Funding Screens E = q
e

MICRO3003: Opening an
Adoption case in OASIS
(the Bioconnect Process)

Adoption Manual 2.22

https ;/fusion. dssirg nia gov/wds/LTD-Home/Professional-Deve opment:Training

1/23/2026

OASIS Adoption Assistance entry

Impo rtant Fields on the OASIS
Adoption Assistance Screen:

v Type of Payment

v" Application Date

v Effective Date

v Renewal Date

v Type of Agreement
v Authorized Amount

v End Date
—  Adoption

Type of Payment _Amount Authorized Type of Agreement Effective Date End Date_Renewal Date J
Han-Recusming 5700 OIV-E 03 [ |

Application was made: [Sefors Legal Adugiion =] Application Dm:'m| Delete ‘
Effective Date:[ 03302001 |  End Date: [_00100/0000 [
—Adoption Assistance Detall \ Clear J
i it =] Madicaid: |'® Yos
Type of pay NanRecumng =] ot Applicable
1 Amount Authorized: [INNETOS |
—Non Recurring Detail 4
[ T r— Amount Authorize: [ S70000
Reason For Termination: | =] Termination Date: [__00/00/0000_]
Reason For Continuation: |_ -
~—Child Needs
Primary Need [ =]
‘ Secondary Needs: Select_.|
. Cancel
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Annual renewal packet

The annual renewal packet must be mailed to the adoptive
family 60 days before the renewal date.

* Adoptive parents are legally responsible for the child and
currently provide financial support for the child;

e Child is currently attending /enrolled in school.

o If the youth will reach their 18th birthday within the next 12
months:

o It must be determined that the child has a mental or physical
disability that warrants continuation of the adoption
assistance beyond the child’s 18th birthday

e Information on Post-Adoption Services.

1/23/2026

Section 2.15 Re-determination/ Review

Exam ples of changes that c an occur after
adoption assistanc e are de termined which
will notaffectthe child’s continuing eligibility
includebutare notlimited tothe following:

* The moe of anindividual me mberof a
sibling group out of the adoptive homeafter
adoption assistanc e had started whenthe
sibling’s plac ementin the homewas thesole
qu alifie r for a do ptio n a ssistan ce.

*Acureof thechild’s healthcondition after
adoption assistancehad started whenthe
health condition was the sole reasonfor
adoption assistance.

* The child’s eligibility for income, such as o st st
S3l, subse quent to the start of ado ption 2 x
assistance.

Knowledge
Check

Participatein polls to...
Test your knowledge
Review newmaterial
Engage inclass

Participate in group
discussion
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Child Care must
be assessed

annually

Renegotiate monthly maintenance when:

* During the initial negotiation process, the adoptive parent accepted
less than the maximum amountthe child was entitled to receive.

*The child had a hereditary te ndency, conge nitalproblem, or birth injury
when theoriginal adoption Assistance Agreement was signed; howe ver,
there wasno condition present to warranta monthly payment. As a
result, the child was approved for a zero-dollar agreement. The child now
hasa condition thatis now in-line with the specialneed identified on the
original Adoption Assistance Agreement, and the parents are reque sting
adoption assistance.

*The adoptive parentsare requestingfundingfor a service thatisnot
covered by any otherresource.

85



Making changes to the Adoption
Assistance Agreement

* Address Changes

* Single Adoptive Parent Marries
* Adoptive Parents Divorce

* If parent moves out of state
 Death of adoptive parents

1/23/2026

Criteria for Continuing Beyond 18

The LDSS must notify the adoptive parents inwriting, using the
Family Services Notice of Action and Rights to Appeal form_six

i ¥ unlessthey submit,
priortothe youth attaining age 18, documentation demonstrating
thatthe youth has a condition that warrants continuation of
adoption assistance, the agreement may be continuedvia
completing an Amended Adoption Assistance Agreement.

Fostering Futures Eligibility Criteria

When the LDSS determines the youth is ineligible for continuation
of adoption assistance beyond age 18, because they donothawe a
conditionwhich would warrant continuation of adoption
assistance, adoption assistance may continue for the youthwhen
the following two criteria are met:

* Theyouth turned 18 on or after July 1,2016; and

* The youth is subjectto an Adoption Assistance Agreement that
became effective after the youth reached the age of 16 years old.

Section 2.19.2
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Negotiating Psychiatric Treatment Services

When residential placement is requested and the adoptive parents
are receiving an enhanced maintenance paymentfor providing
additional daily support and supervision, the enhanced
maintenance payment will be suspended until the childreturns
home from the residential placement.

1/23/2026

Submitting a Request for Change

The adoptive parents must submitan Addendum Request tothe
Assistance Agreementto the LDSSwith which they established the
agreement.

Handout 21

Timeframe for Acting on Request

Within 14 calendardays:
* Review the request to determine whether it iscomplete.

* Notify the parentsin writing, using the Family Services Notice of Action and Rightto
Appeal, that the request was received and itsstatus:

o The request is complete. The notification must include the date the requestwas

received. It must state thatthe LDSS and parents have 60 calendar days to assess,
negotiate, and execute an addendum.

o Additionalinformation is needed. The notification must state the specific

information necessary to complete therequest, It should request theParen‘F‘s subtmit
romthe notice

Ejhe information by email, phone, orin personwithin 30 calendar days
ate.

Ifthe par]ents dosréot provide the information within 30 days, the LDSS must detnythe

request. The LDSS mustinformthe parentsin writingthe reasons fordenying the
request andthatthey may submit a new Addendum Request to the Assistance
Agreement.

o Request is denied. The notification must clearly state the reasons forthe denial,

provide information on the adoptive parents' ri%httoappeal within 30 calendar days
ide information on the fair hearing process.

ofrreceiving the notice of denia ,andgécm
No furtheractionisrequired by the LDSS on the request.
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Assessing Overall Request for an
Addendum

Section 4.8

1/23/2026

Assessment and Negotiation for
addendum requests

The assistance negotiator, LDS S, and th e parents shouldusethe same
assessment and negotiation process that is used for initialagreements to
guid e the addendum process, including:
* Negotiating adoption assistance.
* Assessing:

» Family circumstance.

»Basic maintenance needs of the child.

»Additionalsupervision and support needs of child .

»>Services to meet the child's sp ecialneeds.
* Other resources

Executing the Addendum:

OThe LDSS must prepare an Addendum to the Virginia Adoption
Assistance Agreement on behal f of the child.

OWhen the local board, or its designee, approves the
Addendum, the parents and the local Board, or designee, must
sign and date it.

OWhen both parentssigned the request for an addendum and
agreed to the terms in the Addendum, then both parents must
sign and date the Addendum.

OPayments and services must not be effective until all parties

have signed and dated the Addendum.
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OChanges in payment rates, such as an increase or decrease in enhanced

maintenance rate, must not be implemented until the first day of the month
following all signatures.

UThe Addendum must state the effective date of the changes. This date must
not be earlier thanthe date when all parties signed the Addendum. The
Addendum is executed on behalf of the child on the effective date stated in
the Addendum. However, for spedial services payments, the effective date is
the date on which all parties sign the Addendum.

OThe LDSS must give the adoptive parents a copy of the Addendum. The LDSS
must place the original Addendum and all supporting documents in the
child's adoption assistance case record.

1/23/2026

Knowledge
Check

Participatein polls to...
Test your knowledge
Review newmaterial
Engage inclass

Participate in group
discussion

Post-Adoption Services

When a familyreturns for support and services
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LDSS Responsibilities to families after the
adoptionfinalizes:

* Evaluatin g andinterpretin g referral packet information and com pleting a
strengths-based assessment with the child and familyusing the Child and
Adolescent Needs and Strengths Assessment (CANS), as need ed . Staff must
be trained in administering and scoring the CANS.

* Assist the family in convening a team to includ eimmediate and extended
family members, service providers, andinformal supp orts to form a
collaborative care planwith clearly defined goals.

* Address the need for and develop, revise and monitor a crisis p lan with family
and team members.

* Ensure that(j)arent and family involvement is maintained throughout the
service period.

* Maintainan ongoing dialogue with the family and providers toassure thatthe
philosophy of careis consistent and that there is progress toward service
goals.

1/23/2026

¢ Evaluate the progress and make adjustmentsas necessary.

* Maintain an up-to-date file record consisting of treatment
summaries, payment and resource utilization records, case notes,
legal documents and releases of information.

¢ Facilitate the closing of the service requestand oversee the
transitionto anyongoing care.

* Useresources and available funding to ensure thatservices are
based specifically onthe needs of the child and family.

* Beableto locate and deliver strengths-based family-centered,
adoption, and culturally competent senvices.

* Be ableto interpret psychiatric, psychological, and otherevaluation
data anduse thatinformation to form a collaborative plan of care.

Who is eligible?

* There is at least one adopted child underthe age of 18 ora child with an active
Adoption Assistance Agreement;
* The child is residingin the home atthe time of the referral;
* An adopted child is receivingtreatment outside of the home; and the planis to
transition the child back into the home;
* The child's permanencywasdisrupted eitherbecause ofthe death or disability of
the adoptive parentand
oThe childisresiding in the home of an adultwho expresses interest in
becomingthe adoptive parent at the time of the referral; or
oThe planis to transition the child into the home ofthatadult; or
 The child was adopted internationally, and the familyis seekingsupport to maintain
the adoptive placement.
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To receive post-adoption support, an adopted child and the family must

either have a child who was adopted, and they must either accept the

service or express a willingness to begin receiving services. The following

are types of needs that would be appropriate for Adoption Preservation

Services:

= A child or children experiencing significant emotionalor behavioral
issues;

= A child experiencing loss/grief/se paration issues; or
= A medical/organic/neurological disa bility, e.g., Fetal Alcohol Syndrome
effects, mood disorders, attachment disorders, and other psychiatric

diagnoses; and adjustment issues and stagnation in developmental
stages related to adoption.

1/23/2026

Adoption support and preservation services
service models

e Community Based Resources; The LDSS must use the Service
 Post-Adoption Consortium; Dedsion MakingTool to
determine the most appropriate
course of action for families in
need.

* Prevention Services/ In-Home
Services;

* Promoting Safe and Stable
Families;

o Children's Services Act (CSA);
and

¢ Funding for Special Services.

Education
Services

!"‘1‘1 LR B2 |
(TRIRARI N’

Local school divisions
are responsible for 4
paying for services and
placement identified on
the IEP when the child
is placedwithin the
school system or
regional special
education program.
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Prevention Services
for adoptive
placements

Preventionservices
must be offered to all
adoptive families faced
with the possibility of
anout-of-home
placement for their
childor thosewho are
considering adoption
dissolution.

1/23/2026

In-Home Services
for adoptive
placements

As with prevention
services, in-home
services must be
offeredto all adoptive
families if itis deemed
most appropriate to
bestmeetthe family's
needs.

Promoting Safe and Stable Families

The following services are
available:

* Family Preservation

* Family Support

* Family Reunification

* Adoption Promotionand
Support

Section 4.3.5
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Prevention Services Funding

[PROMOTING SAFE & STABLE FAMILIES (FS3F)

https ;//fusion. dss.virg nia gov/dfs/DF S-Home/Prevention-Services
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Children’s Services Act services and
funding

The CSA establishes a
collaborative system of services
and funding thatis child-
centered, family-focused, and
community-based toassess and !
meet the strengths and needs of
troubled and at-risk youth and
their families in Virginia.

Special Service Payment

Aspecial service paymentisa < New Guidance limits new
paymentthat is used to meeta special service requests,
service need of a child that cannot including continuations of
bemet by the adoptive parents and curentrequests, to amaximum
isnot covered under any other of two years.

community servic es, program,or

benefit for which the ¢ hild would . i . i
qualify. “Fundingfor all specialservices,
Fundingfor specialservices is regardless of when the original
available for familieswho have agreement was signed and

ar K fective, may be provided forup
been found eligible to receive e H
special Saricas andmusthe to amaximum of gS,OOO per

Fgrit lendaryear for the total of all
approved through aVirginia ca !
Adoption Assistance Agreement approved'services
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Spedialservices listed in this section are available to children and
families who have Adoption Assistance Agreements that have been
negotiated and have been approved to receive the identified service.

* 4.4.1 Educational Advocate
* 4.4.2 Tutoring Services

* 4.4.3 Respite Services

* 4.4.4 Child Care

1/23/2026

* 4.45 Level C Psychiatric Residential Treatment Fadilities © v

@—v
0—v

Negotiating Psychiatric Residential
Treatment Services

Discuss the specific services and supports thatmeetthe child's
special needs to be provided, including:

* Ongoing Maintenance Payments.

* Wraparound, family, and community servicesand supports
necessary to successfully transition the child home.

* Appropriate educational services for the child.
* Intensive care coordination services

Responsibilities of the Adoptive Parents

When special service payments are used for psychiatric residential
treatment, adoptive parents are responsible foractively planning,
supporting, and participating in service delivery for their child. The
adoptive parents must

¢ Provide the child emotional support during the transition,
treatment, and service period;

¢ Participate intreatment planning;

* Participate actively in reatmentand services at the psychiatric
residential treatment facility, at home, andin the community.
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The purpose of adoption assistance is to facilitate adoption
placements and ensure permanency for childrenwith special
needs. These children often have experiencedabuse and neglect
and significant losses and disruptions in theirlives and require
additional support.

Our goal is to provide support and services to strengthen the
adoptive familyand provide post-adoption services to optimize the
adoptive family functioning.

1/23/2026

Knowledge
Check

Participatein polls to...
Test your knowledge
Review newmaterial
Engage inclass

Participate in group
discussion

Terminating
Adoption Assistance
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Section 2.16 Terminating Adoption
Assistance

When adoption assistance
payments are terminating, the
LDSS must use form Family
Services Notice of Action and
Right to Appeal toinform
families

1/23/2026

Federal and statelaw require that adoption assistance be discontinued
withoutthe concurrenceof the adoptive parent when any one of the
following occurs:

* The child reaches 18 years of age. (If the LDSS is provided information
that the child hasa physical condition ora mental, emotion or physical
handicap that requires a continuance of benefits, adoption assistance
benefits may continue until thechild reac hes age 21.)

* The adoptive parentis no longer legally responsible for the child’s
support.

* The child no longer receives any financial support from the adoptive
parent.

In addition to the terms listed above, the Adoption Assistance Agree me nt

must also be terminated under the following circumstances:
*The termsof the Adoption Assistance Agreement have been fulfilled

andthe LDSS and the adoptive parentshave mutually agreeto temrminate.

* The adoptive parents make a written reque st fortermination of
assistance.

* Child re-enters foster care and there is a subsequent termination of
parental rights.

* Death of the eligble child.
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The goal of adoption assistance is to provide
children with permanency and stability in an
adoptive family. When children have the
financial and medical support, and
sometimes additional services, they can grow
up in loving families that are meant to last a
lifetime.

1/23/2026

Your Feedback Matters!

M OE W

CX

+ Please complete the survey by clickingthe QR codeonthe
nextslide.

* Provide detaile d informatio n abo ut w hat was effective, and
whatwas not.

* Surveys are ANONYMOUS sofeel free tobe candid

Y our feed back is appre dated & will helpusto improve &
nce our training
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* Your feedback is important to
us.

* It is anonymous.

* The course is CWS3015W
Adoption Assistance

* The trainers are
* Date is

1/23/2026
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